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TheRiseof PrivateDie ProprietaryRevenuestamps

AdvertisingValue& Sealof Approval

Whatis a NostrumandWho PeddledtheseWares?

A selectionof U.S PrivateDie ProprietaryRevenueRarities

Thel883Repeabf the RevenueAct
Summaryand SelectReferences
Q&A
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The Revenue Act of 1862

With the attack and subsequentsurrender of Fort Sumterand the impending
confrontation with the southern states, AbrahamLincolnimmediatelyissueda
proclamationon April 15, 1861 to raisean army of 75,000 mento suppresshe
southernuprisingand to conveneCongresgo draw up a comprehensivesxcise
tax bill, which would aid the federalgovernmentin the long and costly CivilWar
ahead

OnJuly1st, 1862 the bill waspassedby Congressaind the RevenueAct of 1862was established
Thisact calledfor taxationthroughthe useof stampsthat whereto be usedon a numberof items
Includinglegaland businesgdocumentsof all kind, aswell asa numberof commoditiesincluding

proprietarymedicinesmatches perfumes,cosmeticsplayingcardsand cannedfruit.

The newly formed Commissioneiof Internal Revenueset out to advertisefor
bids in printing the large number of revenue stampsthat were required On
August 8, 1862 a letter was sent from the Treasury Department from
CommissioneiGeorgeS Boutwell awardingthe contract to the firm Butler &
Carpenter of Philadelphiato print the first general issue documentary and
proprietaryrevenuestampsin the U.S

e ——————
Cellection of Taxes in Insurrectionary
Districts.
Byithe President of the United States of Anierira,
A PROCLAMATION.

Wheress, in and by the second section of an
sct of Congress passed on the 7th day of June, A, D.
1882, entitled “Anact for {he collection of direct
taxes in Insurrectionnry districts within the Unlied
States and for other purposes,” it is mad luty of
the President to declare, on or bofore th
July then next following, by his proc
what States and parts of Statss fnsurrect!

Now, thereforg, be it known that I, Auzasam Lix-
oo, President of the United Stutes of America, do
hiereby declara and proclalm that the States of South
Carclinn, Florlda, Georgia, Alabama, Loulgiana,
Texus, Missiasippl, Arkansas, Tennesses, North Ca-
rolina, and the Siate of Virginia, except the following
countics, Hancock, Brooke, Ohlo, Marshall, Wetzel,
Marion, Monongaliu, Proston, Tayjor, Plensants, Ty~
ler, Ritehle, Doddridge, ¥Marrison, Wood, Jackson,
‘Wirt, Roane, Caltioun, Gilmer, Barbour, Tucker, | 2
Lewls, Braxton, Upeliyr, Ragdolph, Mason, Pulnam,

NY Times, July 3, 1862
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The Rise of Private Die
Proprietary Revenue Stamps

Not long after Butler & Carpenter(B&C)started printing regularrevenuestamps,a number of
manufacturers of proprietary medicines saw an opportunity to advertise their products
throughthe useof the proprietary stampsthat they were now obligedto use Theyquestioned
whether they could obtain their own distinctive stampsthat bore their companydesignand
trademark

The first companyto recognizethis and take advantageof the new regulationswas Dr. LR
Herrick& Ca of NYwho marketedd | S NIRis@1 QB & & & NEAILohditidhBowderst

YOct 15, 1862 B&Cwrote to Dr. Herrickstatinga 2 @ill do all we can¢ no more. Yourstampwill be the
first private proprietary die printed: and, in this respect, you will enjoy an advantageover your equally
afflictedbrethrenin trade.

YNov 6, 1862 B&Cwrote & 2 Have seizedthe first opportunity to get your stampsout and you are far
aheadof all other private proprietary stamps¢

Thisadvantagewas eventually extendedto all proprietary companiesby a regulation set in
placeby the Commissioneof Internal Revenudssuedin Januaryof 1863
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= 3 Advertising Value & Seal of Approval

Section 99: Clarity for Use of Revenue Stamps on Wares

Soonafter, other proprietary companiesollowed and would haveto incur the additional
costsof producingtheir own private die and any additional costin producingthe plates
and printing the stamps The cost was satisfactory,as they were outweighed by the
advantageghat were found in usingsuchstamps

The stamps carried an additional advertisingvalue to the products they were placed
upon, and these distinctive governmentstampsconveyedthe notation that the federal
governmentwasplacingaW3 2 @ S Nsfawos yLALINBrdHe préluctsthat bore these
stamps NOTEthe U.S Governmentvasnot and put a stopto that earlyon.

Section99 of the revenuelaw statedin part, & ¢ Kt all caseswvhere suchstampis used,
iInstead of his or their writing, his or their initials and the date thereon, the said stamp
shallbe so affixed on the box, bottle, or packagethat in openingthe same,or usingthe
contentsthereof, the saidstampshallbe effectuallydestroyed.. £

The relative scarcityof these utilitarian revenue stampsis due to Section99, and that
soundexamplesof theseissuesare quite rare.
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What Is In that Nostrum?

A nostrumisa & Y S R A ©spatidlljohe that is
not considerecdeffective,preparedby a charlatan

Many proprietors proclaimedtheir & Y | Bute&
Therewere physicianspor personsclaimingto be
physicians There were also retail and wholesale

druggists, I LJ2 1 K S @iniddis(cieiks, liquor » s
merchants showmen bookbindersgetc. —_—

By the end of the 19" Century there was an outcry by journalists,
== physiciansand pharmacistover the secrecyof these nostrumsand elixirs,
£ exposinghe possibledangeran somepatent medicines

Thisled to the enactmentof the 1906 Foodand DrugAct.

What follows is a brief overview of the firms and products they
. manufacturedandthe beautiful affixedproprietaryrevenuestamps
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5N | SNNA O] Qa
(& Plasters)

. Aln late 1862 certain manufacturers
- questioned if they could obtain
distinctive stampswith their own design
and/or trademark

A Dr. Herrickhad his requestapprovedon
Oct 25, 1862 and becamethe first to
take advantagan the trade.

ALR Herrick, MD originated his sugar
coated vegetablehealth pills, a cure for
manyailments

L. AHe also sold many different kinds of
= plasters(anadhesivestrip of material for
coveringcutsandwounds)

RS118P 1¢ Red RS117 1¢ Black
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5N3d | SNNA
Coated Pills Box,
atfl AYyEéEZ
with original
contents.

Dimensions:
50x30x20 mm

< - N i A= = v [
Or Hearicxs SuGar CoaTeDp Piuus
- A Relivble Farnly Purgative s 5

Kecornunendad Yor biliousiess
idigerlion, coriatipanen

Thirs style wirapper adoptek

. #7 T Duy P90 y & RN B
F0 1rnaitalde thisS wirapper s hrgery £ 5
Ner Contenes 30 Pitls Pt

SUGAR COATED

PILLS

A Purgative Recommended for Biliousness,
Constipation, Sick Headache, Flatulency, Bad
Breath and Nausea when caused by constipation.

DIRECTIONS
Two pills is the dose in ordinary cases. They
should be taken at night. In serious constipa-
tion, where the bowels are hard to move, take
from three to six pills, as required. In extend
treatment, take one pill at night and on
the moming. Reduce to one pill each nigl
the genuine. If your dealer
tkeep them, order from us, we will send
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B.. N} Y RRIB&K Qa e
I f { OPRofd(sRhasters P
/A Brandreth'sPills were first manufactured &

around1835in NYCand shortly thereafter
movedto OssiningNY

A Soon Allcock's Porous Plasters became ISLE ;_p__
anotherproductline.

ABrandrethwas attuned to advertisingand Il g
commissionegrivatedie stampsearlyon. © 50 60 70 80 90 100

RS34b 1¢ black 41x50mm on silk paper
N IssuedmperforateJul 1863to Feh 1865
Y 4,925084were issuedon old paper
Y 10,5425720on silkpaper

Y 105600 on old paper & 550,000 on silk paper
were perforated
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nIRECTIaNS ADOPTED OCTOBER, 1917

| ¢ ¢ b ’
- / R F v
Manufactured by thé ALLCOCK MANUFACTURING CO., Ossining, N. ¥, y

A-LOOCK MANVEACTURING ENTIRELY VEGETABLE AND

ey ) IN
I‘ ‘ 11 *What has been longest knowa has been most considered, and what has been 05 tsjdarey
TJ - % 1 AND % is best understood.” ;
=

¢ The Tife otfle flesh is in the blood.”--Lev. xvii 11.

A Each boxcon.
ains 36 Pilis

i€ ) Jeen most considered, and w,
| 1s best understood. ”

4
# flesh is im the blooy, R

'l}‘ \
PRANDRETH’S PIIAsS A TONIC TS MRty

s

that vitiates the blood M the whole| The difference between a Tonic o Nimolant
should be well lerstood and kepbin mind.

A Stimulant i itory. in i efiect. 1t acte
chiefly upon the nerves, exciting £0 abnormal action.
esults from the intrg@@ion <o jnjurious A T.Unic is permanent in its effect,; It acts upon the

or the'Talhre of ‘the various | aterial of the body, the tissuc the blood, ete. ;
to . pexforn, their proper A Stimulant loses its p(,s\\'m%;p\ﬁ’se' Repestod ™
%9 doses must be of inereased amotit, grength.

A‘Tonic gains power with use/ b&ea\ed &

diminish in :

function.

i
Simst. The casting out of the injurigs 122
SECONy, The assisting of the 0'&‘19
their normal action. j
\\|. Remedies, thereore, are in the
el steenethening.,

. NJ ¥ R RS UVagpars:

e Chocolate Coated & Plain

3 with a facsimile stamp
resembling issued revenue.

[ﬂtam\x\x\xmg

Dimensions:
60x45x20 mm

Collection of Dr. Charles J. DiComo 10




Fleming Brothers, Pittsburgh, PA R
5N aO[lFySQa [/ St SONJ US

A Dr. C McLanedied in 1855

g L U ST ED STATES [ __ "S5 INTER.REVENUE [
his proprietary medicines ey o\
lived on as products of the o N o e
FlemingBrothers Vermrophe Y iyt

N\ Thesencluded PlOoN ¥ [ P CENT 8
Y Dr. C McLean'sCelebrated RB8: 1¢ black, issued May 1863 to Oct

LiverPills

Y Dr. C McLean'sCelebrated
AmericanWorm Specificor
Vermifuge and Cruciform
(for rheumatismof man or
beast)

Y Fleming's Ivory Polish (for
the teeth)

Y Fleming'sMikado Cologne
Y Kidd'sCoughSyrup

1880, 2,488,362 0n old paper& 1,596,5730n
silk/watermarkedpapers

NMUNITED STATES = = :m““h (NTER.REVENUE [
£ )
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RS90: 1¢ black (193,500 old paper 1863) and 1¢ blue 186
1883. 5,249,78 on old paper, 3,136,888 on silk paper and
3,566,100 on watermarked paper.
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ROBERT F. BURTON & CO,

h

— DRUGGISTS,—

—~>DR. C:m])\"‘)[[:ii’:‘\ni\f}ﬂ'sw
LIVER PILLS %2 VERMIFUGE,
Baltimore, Md.

2.0 N, Broadway,

Trade Card for Liver Pills
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Celebrated Liver Pills, circa 1875.
Dimensions: 63x43x20 mm




JamesSwaim M.D., Philadelphia, PA
{ g | APdArfaaea &waim'sStomachic Elixir

A JamesSwaim M.D. establisheda proprietary medicinebusinessn 1820
offering both elixirsuntil 1870, whenWilliam Swaimtook over.

A\ Butler & Carpenterof PhiladelphiaPAwere directedto engravea private
die in strip form in orange with dragonheaded snakeswhich could be
usedasa corksealon the Swaimbottles.

A Measures160x32 mm, printed in sheetsof 16 (2x8), imperforate or die-
cut on variouspapertypes,with printed or manuscriptsignature
Y R31L 6¢issuedApril 1863 17,9630n old paper
Y R232/233 8¢ Jas SwaimissuedMay 1864 NN
Y R234/235. 8¢ Wm. Swaim issued~1870to 1883 S ¥ N
(72 A

P R OPR I ET S o
= NN W T

A 128805JasandWm. Swaimissuedon old paper
N\ 139477on silkpaper
N\ 75,553 (presumablyall Wm.) on watermarkedpapetr
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1864
WILLIAM AND JAMES SWAIN , PHILADELPHIA, PA
8C ORANGE, DIE GUT

1864
WILLIAM SWAIN, PHILADELPHIA, PA
8C ORANGE. DIE CUT
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Dr. WilliamSwaim(183031883)

NOIESS i the year 1816, by James Swaim, in the tlerks
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CANACEA

) ann\ Il\llup r&( oPhila¢

Sfnterrd

Wjier oy thee
[§ S NAAS S

{ o | APdrfacéea Bottle: { § | APEMAcea Bottle

Hand blown in mold, applied lip Label by Draper & Co, Phil.
(BIMAL) early smooth base,

Headstone Wmswalm aqua’ round Wlth Sunken panels' Collection of Dr. Charles J. DiComo 15
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Facsimile of 4 o | APdaraeea Bottle with
Draper label & 8¢ Stamp adhered as Cork Seal
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William E. Clarke, Providence, R.I.
al dzy i Qa -thé&sGfeatKaey Medicine

Ad | dzywiHYaS Rates back to early
daysof Manhattan was manufactured
before William E Clarkeof Providence,
RI. took possessiom 1872

A\ Clarkethen added Health Pills & Liver

Cure,aswell asa | dzyiniaflilde Eye
2 | a phigproducts

A Hunt q_assedaway In Iate—188(7earlkl-
1881 Thebusinessoperated as Hunt's

RemedyCompanywith no new stamps
ISsued

Y R$6 - 3¢ Blue, macapreimage of man
grabbingneck of a R S I (8ek scythe

and hour?lass)pre,parig to strike with
abottle of I dzy Hethady

Y Issued in 188Q 9,000 printed on
watermarkedl191R paper

Collection of Dr. Charles J. DiComo 17
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RS57% 6¢ Black, image of
banner advertising |

I dzy 0§Qa wSYSH
G¢KS DNBI U Q("
aSRAOAYS dg

Issued in 1874.880:
115,000 on
watermarked paper.

RS /I NRZ OF® wmyylmdzyi Qa wSYSRE
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Benjamin AFahnestockPittsburgh PA !
. @l Ky S a+HIS2NIAEAdZH SES S N

A BenjaminA. Fahnestockbeganto market . e ————
his vermifugein 1830Q It was successfu& :
when stamps were required in 1862 he
quickly had one prepared Issued Feh
1863 to Aug 1875 2,522,750 issuedon
old paper& 1,322,5000n silkpaper

RS84al¢ lake, Eagle on branch facing left, imperforate, old paper.

/A In 1868 Fahnestockdied and Schwartz&
Haslett took over his drug & proprietary
medicinebusiness Theycontinuedto use
the Fahnestoclstampsuntil 1875

N\ By then the firm was known as JE
Schwartzwhich appearson reviseddesign || FEs 0] “: W 513
in lower left label& Wt A G (0 tnaveddHE K§ - o EipaEAaegeg
lower right label 750036 of revised
stampsissuedon silk, pink & watermarked
papersfrom 1875to Dec 1882

b2

RS215d1¢ lake, updated design, imperforate, watermarked 191R.
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g NNNESTOCE ¢
No. 12 FREE

FOR THE YEAR OF OUR LORD

Som. waRNEY A we

e T R [}

B.A.Fahnestocls / 2 ®Qa
No. 12 Free Almanac 1859

COPYRIGHT. BUNBNINE PUB CO PHiLA

ESTABLISHED 1827.

B. A. FAHNESTOCK’S

VERMIFUGE.

Children often look pale and sick/y from no other cause
than worms, and spasms are most frequently the result of
these hidden sappers and miners.

When they are irritable and feverish, sometimes craving
food and eating ravenously, again refusing wholesome diet,
tossing restlessly in sleep, moaning and grinding the teeth,
then be assured these symptoms are indications of worms,

Uneasiness and pain in the abdomen, with swelling and
hardness, are generally attendant upon their presence.

Many a helpless child has been Lli(] in the grave, when
the diseas: which ecaused its death hus been entirely mis-
uunderstood, and when worms lave really been the cause,
It huas been proved beyond exvil that worms exist in the
human system from earliest infancy : therefore parents—es-
peciully mothers, who are more constantly with theirchildren,
cannot be too observing ot the sirst symptoms of worms, for so
surely as they exist can they be safely and speedily removed
Srom the wmost delicate infunt by the timely use of B. A,
Fahnestock’s Vermifuge,

Physicians do not hesitate to recommend it and use it in
their practice; and many of the most eminent of the pro-
fe-sion, from a1l parts of the country, testify to its uniform
success, In fuct it never fails. 1t has frequently been
given to children as a safe purgative, not suspecting the
cans: of the illness, and larce quantities of worms were dis-
cnarged and immedinte relief afforded.

Great cautionimust be uscd by every purchaser to examine
every bottle he buys of it, The simple name of FAHNESTOCK
is not sufficient, He must look closely and carefully to sce
that theinitialsare B. A. FAHUNESTOCK, aud be satisfied with

nothing else.
FOR SALE BY

O. BROKAW,

Cor. Eighth & Locust Sts., St. Joseph, Mo.

Trade Card depicting jolly St Nicholas dancing, with glove
missing, holding holly, as three Owils look down from their
perch Reverseshowsanadvertisementfor Vermifuge
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J.B. Rose & Company, New Yo
Centaur Liniment &Castoria

RS204bY | 22 NJ R2dzf S (NI yaFSNI 2F a6
top frame line. Position 1, top row, guide dot top center, double
dots upper right, multiple side scratches at left.
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RS204b 40x12 mm
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Proprietary Stamp & Bottle Label o kg

N\ Frederick Brown (17961864 Ca manufactured and
advertised. NP gBSsseaceof Ginger,. NB g@hQeral
Mixture and several other proprietary's until the early
20th century.

A In 1822 Fredopenedan apothecaryshop (Laboratory)at
a [E Cornerof 5th & ChestnutSts,t KA f | R(8skeeiK A |
on stamp) and thereafter began manufacturing his

Essenceof JamaicaGinger (contained ginger, calamus 0P ) Sl W
snakerootcinnamonmace,clovesand 50%alcoho). g{ *\:{ SEN© W
A His eldest son FrederickBrown, Jr graduated from the (& ‘ﬁA‘ K@}&:ﬁ%ﬁf --
. . . - . . = . ﬂ&{;ORAf ,.‘ - . (
Philadelphia College of Pharmacyin 1861 joined his G.‘z‘.g,&mfmmﬁ:&.&&}
i I U KienNdadassumedfull control of companywhen S TP UADE LPHIAYS
h|Sfather passed ; //u.s'v'_—J‘u' //'mi'ﬂ lfl?;:lfllfl'llr. /'}r-aw//i(/.-
- Mora chilld 101012 years old, liall o tea-spoonlid,

and Lfina olild 2005 yeas old, 15 to 20 diops.
. T e given 1 Stugeerand Naler:

N\ Jos Carpenter& Ca engravedthe die, approved March - ,
1869 eachmeasuress2x103 mm, found on thin old, silk, RS37 2¢ black, silk paper, imperforate
pinkandwatermarked(USIRpapers
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RS7 - Diel (incomplete¥ In@ C Ni&:sndllesignature)

" if‘7}/ mﬁl h'rw “one Inr-s/kﬁlll/ll/ TR NS P Q “ : ,\ 'i{"Nf\l?‘
fora child 10 1012 years old, hall a lnmpmmﬂd e 7] TP : g 7 g
and fora dild 2105 years old, 15 to 20 diops. VRARE AN 5 & o \
l 70 be given in Sugar and Water: !«‘8' 7 d&S;‘r ), (\f
TR f:z’,
. ; . . . 3 2 z? ‘
The adult and child dose is describedin the white R, PN z;?’
spaceat the bottom of the stamp design, dTo be ity & N P o v W'
givenin Sugarand Water.¢ = uuuumwllﬂf ;"/«{«a(«ua«ﬂ
- _ _ i Theengravmgpletall (rosettes& tessellatlon)on these
ThisPrivate Die ProprietaryU.S RevenueMedicine stampsis someof the finest producedby Carpenter

stampalsoservedasthe bottle label
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