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PLAN

• What Are They?

• History

o Beginning

o Evolutions

o End

• Compare to other long series

o Norway Post Horn

o Denmark Numeral

• The Deegam System
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GOALS

1. Familiarization

2. Appreciation

3. New Collectors
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DEFINITION

• Definitives

• British

• Long running

• Fulfilled a variety of postal duties

• Named for the designer, Arnold 

Machin
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DEFINITIVE VS. 

COMMEMORATIVE
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DEFINITION

• Definitives

• British

• Long running

• Fulfilled a variety of postal duties

• Named for the designer, Arnold 

Machin
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ARNOLD MACHIN

• British sculptor and painter

• Sept. 30, 1911 – Mar. 9, 1999

• Designed the image of Queen 

Elizabeth II on new coins
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HISTORY - ORIGINS

• First:  June 5, 1967

• Replaced the "Wilding" series

8



WILDING SERIES
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MACHIN AT WORK
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Source:  The Deegam Handbook. All excerpts from the 

Deegam Handbook are the copyright of Deegam

Publications and are used with permission.



DESIGN PROPOSALS
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EVOLUTIONS

• Currency Decimalization

• Phosphorescence

• Regional Issues

• Printing

• Security Measures

• Large Format/Sideways Orientation

• No Value Indicated

• Bar Codes
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CURRENCY 

DECIMALIZATION
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Pence Abbreviated "D" Pence Abbreviated "P"



CURRENCY 

DECIMALIZATION
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Values with Shillings



POUND SYMBOLS
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PHOSPHORESCENCE

• Began in late 1950s

• Many, but not all, Machins have 

phosphorescence of some type

o Bar on left

o Bar on right

o Bars on left and right

o Bar in center

oOverall covering

oNone, but phosphorescent paper
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REGIONAL ISSUES
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Isle of Man

Northern Ireland
Scotland

Wales



PRINTING

• Printers:
o Harrison & Sons

o Enschede

o Questa

o Walsall

o Bradbury Wilkinson

o De La Rue

o Waddington
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SYNCOPATED 

PERFORATIONS
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SECURITY DIE CUTS
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IRIDESCENT PRINTING
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Source:  The Deegam Handbook



SIZES

22



ORIENTATIONS
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50TH ANNIVERSARY 

MINI SHEET
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BAR CODES
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FINAL MACHINS
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FIRST JENNINGS
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NORWAY POST HORN
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DENMARK NUMERAL
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DEEGAM

• Douglas George Albert Myall

• British philatelist

• 12/17/1922 - 01/30/2019
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BEGINNER LEVEL

• Value

• Color

• Size and orientation

• Design
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INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

• Method of printing

• Printer and press

• Paper

• Gum

• Phosphor type
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ADVANCED LEVEL

• Perforations

• Direction of printing 

• Form of issue

• Phosphor application

• Fluorescent inks

• Head type, size and setting

• Value type

• Value setting
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INTRODUCTION TO 

LISTINGS
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Source:  The 

Deegam

Handbook. 



TYPICAL DEEGAM 

LISTING – 2nd LEVEL
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2nd Level 

Number

Paper

Gum

Phosphor 

Type

Printer

Printing 

Method

Source:  The 

Deegam

Handbook. 



TYPICAL DEEGAM 

LISTING – 2nd LEVEL
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Phosphor 

Placement

Phosphor 

Bar Width



TYPICAL DEEGAM 

LISTING – 3rd LEVEL
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3rd level 

number

Value Type 

and

Placement

Head

Type

Direction of 

Printing

Source

Notes

Color 

Plate

Date of 

Issue

Source:  The 

Deegam

Handbook. 



MORE INFORMATION

38

https://www.deegam.com/



FROM MY COLLECTION
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