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What is first issue collecting?
ÅCatalog #1

¶Last count there were 642 Scott #1ôs

¶Catalogs to consider: Scott, Stanley Gibbons, Michel, é.

ÅFirst stamp by issue date

ÅFirst stamp listed in catalog for each listing

¶Last count there were 781 within Scott including Lôs

ÅChange of administration

ÅBack of the Book



Catalog #1
ÅBritish Guiana issued the first issue June 1, 1850.  (British Guiana Scott #1)

ÅIndependence was granted May 26, 1966, and stamps of British Guiana were 
overprinted with the new name Guyana.   (Guyana Scott #1) 

ÅOther examples:

¶Basutoland #1 to Lesotho #1

¶Bechuanaland #1 to Botswana #1



First listing in catalog
ÅBritish Honduras first issue the first stamp as a Crown Colony in January 1866. 

(British Honduras Scott #1)

ÅIn 1964 British Honduras was granted self-government. 

ÅThe name was changed to Belize on June 1, 1973, and stamps were issued on 
this date to signify the event.  (Belize Scott #312, first listing under Belize)

ÅOther examples:

¶Rhodesia #1-413 becomes Zimbabwe #414

¶French West Africa #1-86 becomes Guinea #168 (What happened to 87-167?)



Grand Comoro #1 -29 becomes 
Comoro Islands #30



What happened to #1?
ÅSome listings start with a number other 

than #1.

¶Far East Republic #2

¶Cilicia #2



Issue date

ÅScott generally lists sets by denomination from lowest to highest.  If 
the full set was not issued on the same date, then the issues would 
not be listed chronological.  

ÅExample:  

¶Australia, chronological order 2, 3, 1, 7, 8, 10, 11, 4, 5, 9, 6, 12, 14, 13, 15

¶French Colonies, chronological order 3, 5, 1, 2, 6, 4

¶Italian Colonies, Scott starts with the Dante Alighieri Society issue from July 
11, 1932 (Sc1-12, SG18-29), Gibbons begins with the Garibaldi issue from 
July 1, 1932 (Sc13-22, SG1-10). 

Scott 1/ SG 18 Scott 13/ SG 1



Australia 
listing from 
firstissues.org



Change of 
Administration
ÅGermany

¶Empire January 1, 1872 (Scott #1)

¶Weimar Republic 1919 (Scott #105)

¶Third Reich 1933 (Scott #398)

¶West Germany 1949 (Scott #665)

¶Germany 1990 (Scott #1612)



1941-45 
Independent 
Croatia 

1991 
Independent 
Croatia



Why stop at #1?

ÅScott uses the L prefix for territorial issues and some regional/local issues.

ÅExamples

¶Australian Antarctic Territory L1

¶Switzerland Canton Zurich 1L1 

¶Falkland Islands 1L1, 2L1, 3L1, 4L1, 5L1

¶Spanish Offices in Tangier L1



Antarctic 
Territories



Occupations

ÅScott uses the prefix N for occupation issues.

¶France N1 for German occupation of Alsace and Lorraine

¶Germany 9N1 for occupation of Berlin

¶Epirus N1 for Greek occupation of Epirus

¶Mesopotamia N1 for British Occupation of Baghdad



Estonia ð German 
Occupation
ÅEstonia was occupied by Germany in both the 

first and second world war.  Stamps were issued 
during both occupations.

¶1st World War N1 -2 were issued in 1918

¶2nd World War N3 -5 were issued in 1941



Back of the 
book has 
endless 
possibilities

ÅFirst Airmail (C1) is the most common area for BOB 
#1s.  

ÅB1ôs, E1ôs, Q1ôs, R1ôs, é.

ÅPostal stationary ï U1ôs, UC1ôs, UX1, UY1, etc.

ÅFor a list of first firsts check out

http://www.snap-dragon.com/first_firsts.htm



Hobby of Kings 
(on a budget)

ÅIs collecting #1õs possible for the  
average collector?

ÅIn a 2004 review, a FICC member 
found more than ½ of the first 
issues on his want list cataloged 
less than $10.  



How do I do it?

ÅFirst Issues ð The first òissueó listed in Scott. 

¶There are 855 different first issues on my want list.

¶This might be just #1 such as Belarus #1 or a set if Scott 

lists a set such as Australia #1 -15

¶Allows me in most cases to capture both the catalog #1 and 

the actual first stamp issued

¶My First Issues extend to Aõs, Kõs, Lõs, Mõs, and N1õs 

allowing me to enjoy the history of occupation issues.  

¶This may extend beyond the first issue when a country has 

been occupied by the same country multiple times.

¶Estonia N1 -2 is the World War 1 occupation by Germany

¶Estonia N3 -5 is the World War II occupation by Germany

¶Plus other interesting items.



Complete Country



Catalogs beyond Scott

ÅOpportunity to research why the issues is not 
listed in Scott.

¶Artsakh Republic (Mi)

¶Azad Hind (Mi)

¶Ukraine Trident Overprints (Mi)

¶Republic of Srpska Krajina (Mi & SG)

ÅLike the occupation stamps the story behind 
these issues are generally a history lesson. 



Always room 
for a rabbit 
hole



A challenge 
to find a 
cover



The òEasyó Ones



1920s-1940s


