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What Is first iIssue collecting?

A Catalog #1
fLast count there were
fCatal ogs to consider

A First stamp by issue date

A First stamp listed in catalog for each listing
fLast count there were

A Change of administration

A Back of the Book

642 Scott
Scott, St ar
781 within




Catalog #1

A British Guiana issued the first issue June 1, 1850. (British Guiana Scott #1)

A Independence was granted May 26, 1966, and stamps of British Guiana were
overprinted with the new name Guyana. (Guyana Scott #1)

A Other examples:
{ Basutoland #1 to Lesotho #1
{ Bechuanaland #1 to Botswana #1 e L
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First listing In catalog

A British Honduras first issue the first stamp as a Crown Colony in January 1866.
(British Honduras Scott #1)

A'In 1964 British Honduras was granted self-government.

A The name was changed to Belize on June 1, 1973, and stamps were issued on
this date to signify the event. (Belize Scott #312, first listing under Belize)

A Other examples:
1 Rhodesia #1-413 becomes Zimbabwe #414
1 French West Africa #1-86 becomes Guinea #168 (What happened to 87-1677?)



Grand Comoro #1 -29 becomes
Comoro Islands #30

Comoro Islands

May 15, 1950
First Issue Scott #30-38

Grand Comoro

The Comoro Archipelago comprises the islands of Anjouan, Great Comoro, Mayotte and Mohéli,
November 1, 1897 all of which became French colonies or dependencies and issued their own stamps between
First Issue Scott #1-19 1891 and 1914. From 1914 until 1950 they were administered from and used the stamps of

Madagascar. Following a 1974 referendum, Anjouan, Great Comoro, and Mohéli declared
independence as the State of Comoro in 1975. Mayotte, after several referenda, became an

Grand Comoro is one of the Comoro Islands in the Mozambique Channel between Madagascar Overseas Department of France, using its stamps.

and Mozambique. The island became a French Protectorate in 1886 and a colony in 1891.

From 1914 until 1950 it came under the control of Madagascar and used the stamps of

Madagascar. Beginning in 1950 it used the general issue stamps of Comoro Islands and in 1975,

Grand Comoro joined with Anjouan and Mohéli to form the independent State of Comoro.

e

Crrrvres

Listing starts at #30 in Scott as a continuation of Grand Comoro’s listing 1-29.
Navigation and Commerce
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What happened to #17?

A Some listings start with a number other
than #1.

1 Far East Republic #2
1 Cilicia #2
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|ssue date

Scott 1/ SG 18

A Scott generally lists sets by denomination from lowest to highest. If
the full set was not issued on the same date, then the issues would
not be listed chronological.

A Example:
1 Australia, chronological order 2, 3, 1, 7, 8, 10, 11, 4,5, 9, 6, 12, 14, 13, 15
1 French Colonies, chronological order 3, 5, 1, 2, 6, 4

1 Italian Colonies, Scott starts with the Dante Alighieri Society issue from July
11, 1932 (Scl-12, SG18-29), Gibbons begins with the Garibaldi issue from
July 1, 1932 (Sc13-22, SG1-10).

Scott 13/ SG 1




Australia

listing from
firstissues.org

Description

1 penny carmine

2 pence gray

2 penny green

5 pence orange brown

6 pence ultra

1 shilling blue green
2 shilling brown

22 pence dark blue

3 pence olive bister
9 pence purple

4 pence orange

5 shilling yellow & gray
£1 ultra & brown

10 shilling pink & gray

£2 deep rose & black

# issued
January 1, 1913
1,052,800,000
January 11, 1913

23,520,000

January 14, 1913
153,600,000

January 16, 1913
4,080,000

January 18, 1913
15,360,000

January 25, 1913
27,720,000
960,000

January 27, 1913
4,884,000

February 1, 1913
8,199,100
24,720,000

February 12, 1913
5,860,000

March 20, 1913
240,000
240,000
March 25, 1913
251,400
April 8, 1913

240,000

Scott
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Change of
Administration

A Germany
1 Empire January 1, 1872 (Scott #1)
1 Weimar Republic 1919 (Scott #105)
1 Third Reich 1933 (Scott #398)
1 West Germany 1949 (Scott #665)
1 Germany 1990 (Scott #1612)
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The Independent State of Croatia

April 12, 1941
First Issue Scott #1-8

The Independent State of Croatia was a World War |l fascist puppet state of Germany and Italy.

It was established in parts of occupied Yugoslavia on April 10, 1941, after the invasion by the

Axis powers. Its territory consisted of most of modern-day Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina,

as well as some parts of modern-day Serbia and Slovenia, but also excluded many Croat-
populated areas in Dalmatia (until late 1943), Istria, and Medimurje regions (which today are
part of Croatia). From the signing of the Treaties of Rome on May 18, 1941 until the Italian
capitulation on September 8, 1943, the state was a territorial condominium of Germany and
Italy.

In its judgement in the Hostages Trial, the Nuremberg Military Tribunal concluded that the
Independent State of Croatia was not a sovereign state and was always an occupied country.
The Independent State of Croatia existed from 1941- 45, following World War 2 the area was
returned to Yugoslavia
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Stamps of Yugoslavia overprinted in black.

Republic of Croatia

November 21, 1991
First Issue Scott #100

On June 25,1991, Croatia declared independence from Yugoslavia, became effective on October
8, 1991. The Croatian War of Independence against the Yugoslav People's Army (JNA) and
various Serb paramilitary groups was fought successfully for four years following the
declaration. The war ended in August 1995.

Prior to independence, the area was part of Yugoslavia from 1918 — 1991. The area was
occupied by Italy and Germany during World War 2 and issued stamps under Independent State
of Croatia.

REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA

The first listed postage stamp is an overprinted postal tax stamp (RA20)

1941-45
| ndependent
Croatia

1991
Independent
- Croatia




Why stop at #17?
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A Scott uses the L prefix for territorial issues and some regional/local issues.

A Examples
1 Australian Antarctic Territory L1
1 Switzerland Canton Zurich 1L1
i Falkland Islands 1L1, 2L1, 3L1, 4L1, 5L1
1 Spanish Offices in Tangier L1




Antarctic
Territories

Australian Antarctic Territory

March 27, 1957
First Issue Scott #L1-L5

The Australian Antarctic Territory (AAT) is a part of Antarctica administered by the
Australian Antarctic Division, an agency of the federal Department of the Environment and
Energy. The territory's history dates to a claim on Enderby Land made by the United
Kingdom in 1841, which was subsequently expanded and eventually transferred to
Australia in 1933. Only four other countries; New Zealand, the United Kingdom, France
and Norway recognize Australia's claim to sovereignty in Antarctica. Australian stamps
were used until 1957.

AUSYRAUAN

Falkland Islands Graham Land

February 12, 1944
First Issue Scott #2L1-2L8

Overprints of Falkland Islands stamps were issued for use in four groups of South Atlantic
islands in 1944. In 1946, these were replaced by a single dedicated issue inscribed Falkland
Island Dependencies. In March 1962 South Shetland, South Orkneys and Graham Land became
British Antarctic Territory, leaving South Georgia under Falkland administration.

[FALKLAND ISLANDS |

¥\ THREE PENCE
rl\ CRAHAP TAND

\ SIX PENCE

ISLANDS

Issues of Falkland Islands overprinted.
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A Scott uses the prefix N for occupation issues.
1 France N1 for German occupation of Alsace and Lorraine
1 Germany 9N1 for occupation of Berlin

OCCU pa-tl O nS 1 Epirus N1 for Greek occupation of Epirus

1 Mesopotamia N1 for British Occupation of Baghdad




Estonia — German Occupation

1918
First Issue Scott #N1-2

Germans landed on the mainland of Estonia on February 18, 1918 and marched on Haapsalu (Hapsal) on
February 21, 1918. The Germans occupied Valga (Walk) on February 22, and Parnu (Pernau), Viljandi
(Fellin) and Tartu (Dorpat) on February 24. Tallinn (Revel) was occupied on February 25, 1918 and the
rest of Estonia, the last town taken being Narva, on March 4, 1918, putting an end to both the
republican regime which had declared Estonia's independence on February 24, 1918 at Tallinn, and the
rule of local Russian-Estonian Red Guards. German control was relinquished November 19, 1918.
Power was transferred to the Estonian Provisional Government. Soviet Russia invaded Estonia on
November 28, 1918, starting the Estonian War of Independence. Estonia gained independence in 1920.

Stamps of Russia overprinted in black for use in Tartu.

August 1941
First Issue Scott #N3-5

During the Second World War, Estonia was repeatedly contested and occupied by the Soviet Union and
Germany. After Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, German Army Group North
reached Estonia in July. Initially the Germans were perceived by most Estonians as liberators from the
USSR and its repressions. Although hopes were raised for the restoration of the country's
independence, was just another occupying power. The Germans pillaged the country for their war effort
and unleashed The Holocaust in Estonia. The Soviet Union drove the Germans from Estonia in 1944 and
incorporated Estonia into the Soviet Union.

Estonian Coat of Arms and Swastika

Estonia 0 German
Occupation

A Estonia was occupied by Germany in both the
first and second world war. Stamps were issued
during both occupations.

1 1st World War N1 -2 were issued in 1918

1 2nd World War N3 -5 were issued in 1941
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Hobby of Kings
(on a budget)

Table 1
Average Prices of First Issues, Mint and Used, by Price Range
(based on values in the 2004 Scott Catalog and on the FICC web listing of October, 2004)
. ~ Mint Used
A I S coO I I ec t I n g # 1 0S p Price Range (USS) | Number of Stamps Average Price Number of Stamps Average Price
average collector? i (USS) (USS)
$0.20 - $0.45 177 $0.25 187 $0.25
. $0.50 - $0.95 74 $0.69 69 $0.68
Aln a 2004 review, a FICC member $1.00 - $2.45 92 S1.56 65 S1.34
found more than %2 of the first 329 A - 2345 s 3347
. . . $5.00 - $9.95 37 $5.83 45 $6.96
Issues on his want list cataloged 510,00 - $49.95 %2 52500 106 524.00
less than $10. $50.00 - $499.00 116 $199.00 115 $175.00
$500 - $4,999 62 $1,764 51 $1.344
$5,000 - $99,999 22 $14.400 10 $18.000
$100.000.00 + 2 $800.000 2 $375.000
Total 750 $2792 724 $1352

For Mr. Reichle, there are 456 mint and 440 used First Issues with a catalogue
value under $10.00 (US$). Some are easy to find; others are difficult.




How do | do 1t?

A Firstlssues 0The first o0issued | isted i
1 There are 855 different first issues on my want list.

{ This might be just #1 such as Belarus #1 or a set if Scott
lists a set such as Australia #1 -15

1 Allows me in most cases to capture both the catalog #1 and
the actual first stamp issued

fMy First | ssues extend to A0S,
allowing me to enjoy the history of occupation issues.

1 This may extend beyond the first issue when a country has
been occupied by the same country multiple times.

1 Estonia N1 -2 is the World War 1 occupation by Germany

1 Estonia N3 -5 is the World War Il occupation by Germany

1 Plus other interesting items.




Complete Country

La Aguera

June 1920
First Issue Scott #1-13

La Guera came into existence in late 1920, when Spanish colonizer Francisco Bens, after
negotiating with tribal chiefs of the zone, established a fort and an air base on the western side
of the Ras Nouadhibou peninsula.

In 1924, La Gliera was incorporated into the Spanish colony of Rio de Oro.

CA AGHERRA

In June 1920 a set of 13 issues from Rio de Oro picturing King Alfonso XIIl were overprinted with
“LA AGUERA”.

La Aguera

June 1922
First Issue Scott #14-26

La Giera came into existence in late 1920, when Spanish colonizer Francisco Bens, after
negotiating with tribal chiefs of the zone, established a fort and an air base on the western side
of the Ras Nouadhibou peninsula.

In 1924, La Gliera was incorporated into the Spanish colony of Rio de Oro.

June 1922 a set of 13 issues picturing King Alfonso XIII. This was the 2 and final stamp issue of La
Aguera.




Catalogs beyond Scott

A Opportunity to research why the issues is not
listed in Scott.

1 Artsakh Republic (Mi)

1 Azad Hind (Mi)

1 Ukraine Trident Overprints (Mi)

1 Republic of Srpska Krajina (Mi & SG)

A Like the occupation stamps the story behind
these issues are generally a history lesson.

Artsakh Republic

November 6, 1993
First Issue Michel #1-4

The Nagorno-Karabakh Republic or Mountainous Republic of Karabakh, is a breakaway
state in the South Caucasus that is internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan. The
area is home to an Armenian majority living within Azerbaijan. During the fall of the
Russian Empire, conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan developed. This ended when
both were taken over by the Bolsheviks. Stalin created the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous
Oblast (NKAO) to allow autonomy to the area within the Azerbaijan SSR. During the fall of
the Soviet Union, the area declared independence in 1991 by referendum. This led to the
Nagorno-Karabakh War (1991-94) that ended in a cease fire. Nagorno-Karabakh currently
controls the former NKAO along with some unrelated area that provides it a border with
Armenia and Iran.

The state is only recognized by Transnistria, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, which are all
unrecognized breakaway states in the Caucasus region. Armenia and Azerbaijan have been
in discussion on the status of Artsakh since the 1990’s. Armenia does not officially
recognize the status of Artsakh to avoid confrontation with Azerbaijan. Armenia does
supply military personnel and economic support.

In 2017 a referendum was passed for a new constitution and to change the official name
from Nagorno-Karabakh Republic to Artsakh Republic to better reflect the addition of lands
outside the prior NKAO.

#1 the flag of Nagorno-Karabakh
#2 Arthur Mkrtchyan the first Chairman of the Supreme Council elected January 1, 1992,
but assassinated April 14,1992
#3 Monument "We are Mountains".




Always room
for a rabbit
hole

The map designations refer
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A challenge
to find a
cover

Austria — Danube Steam Navigation Company

1866
First Issue Scott #1/Michel #2

Puerto Rico

March 15, 1899
First Issue Scott #210-214
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Turnu Mégurele, Romania to Brdila, Romania; April 17, 1868; Tchil Cancel 790; Transfer Position 4
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