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Here to help you!

The Internet is filled with sites that 

can assist stamp collectors enjoy the 

hobby to its fullest, whether it be to:

• Identify those “whatzit” stamps you 

have no idea about

• Improve and test your overall 

philatelic knowledge

• Introduce you to something new

Here are a few that you should 

bookmark and put to use right away!
All links are clickable and active as of the time of this presentation.



Stamp Identification

Trying to figure out details about an 

unknown stamp is a challenge to 

beginners and advanced collector 

alike.  You have two options:

• Search by any text found on the 

stamp

• Search by the stamp’s image



Stamp Identification

Search by Text

Here are two stamps to check:

EMP. OTTOMAN

PIASTRE

FRANCO BOLLO

POSTALE

Cent.



Stamp Identification

Search by Text

Here are two sites to try.  Both have 

lists of text to match that on your 

stamp (country, denomination, etc.).

• ISWSC Stamp Identifier                                                
https://www.iswsc.org/iswsc_identifier.html

• Stamp Finder Online                                                     
http://www.stampfinderonline.com/identify.asp

https://www.iswsc.org/iswsc_identifier.html
http://www.stampfinderonline.com/identify.asp


Stamp Identification

Search by Text
• ISWSC Stamp Identifier                                                
https://www.iswsc.org/iswsc_identifier.html

https://www.iswsc.org/iswsc_identifier.html


Stamp Identification

Search by Text
• Stamp Finder Online                                                     
http://www.stampfinderonline.com/identify.asp

http://www.stampfinderonline.com/identify.asp


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

In some cases there is no text to refer 

to, or only unrecognizable characters.  

An ID by the image alone is possible.

• COLNECT (and its Phone App)                                               
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify

• Google Lens (and its Phone App)                                                     
http://www.stampfinderonline.com/identify.asp

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify
http://www.stampfinderonline.com/identify.asp


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

• COLNECT (and its Phone App)                                               
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify

Sign up for free.  Easy to use 

interface tied to an incredible stamp 

catalog database, inc. ”back of books.”

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/identify


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

• COLNECT (continued)

Match your stamp to those it found…



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

• COLNECT (continued)

…and click

on it for

details.  No

Scott #s, but

other major

catalog #s

are given.



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

• COLNECT (continued)

Any blue

text can be

clicked to

see other

related

issues.



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

• Google Lens (and its Phone App) 
https://lens.google/

Go to Google.com and click the lens icon.
Upload your image or paste in an image’s 
link. 

https://lens.google/


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - Worldwide

• Google Lens (continued)

Here’s a sample result.  Many are eBay or 
auction items, some with prices.



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

While the prior sites can be used for 
identifying US stamps as well, there are 
others probably yielding better results.

• 1847Home                                                 
https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html

• Kenmore Stamp Company                                                     
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier

• Swedish Tiger
https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html

https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier
https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• 1847Home                                                 
https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html

There are a number of “finders” here to 
assist with US issues of all kinds.

https://stampsmarter.org/1847usa/1847Home.html


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• 1847Home (continued) 

There are a number of “finders” here to 
assist with US issues of all kinds.



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• 1847Home (continued) 

It will help narrow down “look alike” 
stamps, with Scott numbers provided.



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• Kenmore Stamp Company                          
https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier

More advanced 
US collectors 
might like this site 
if a specific series 
of stamps is being 
investigated.

https://www.kenmorestamp.com/us-stamp-identifier


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• Kenmore Stamp Company (continued)

There are many helpful diagrams.



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• Swedish Tiger
https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html

Ready for a really deep dive?  Select one-

https://www.theswedishtiger.com/ID.html


Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• Swedish Tiger (continued)

Not only will you be shown the most 
accurate color varieties available online…



Stamp Identification

Search by Image - USA

• Swedish Tiger (continued)

..but be given incredible details!



Stamp Identification

Stamp Catalogs

Major stamp publishers like Scott’s, 
Stanley Gibbons, Michel, Yvert & Tellier 
and others all have online digital stamp 
catalogs that can be paid for on a yearly 
basis, some costing hundreds of dollars.

But there are free alternatives that might 
suit your needs.  Try some of these.



Stamp Identification

Stamp Catalogs - Worldwide

• Colnect (1840-present, 1,433,479 stamps)                    
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/catalog

• PostBeeld (1920s-present)                           
https://www.postbeeld.com/cms/page/view/page_id/
56/?p=1

• Stampworld.com (1840-present, 750,000+ stamps)                     
https://www.stampworld.com/en/

• UPU WADP Numbering System (2002-present) 
https://www.wnsstamps.post/en/stamps-search

https://colnect.com/en/stamps/catalog
https://www.postbeeld.com/cms/page/view/page_id/56/?p=1
https://www.postbeeld.com/cms/page/view/page_id/56/?p=1
https://www.stampworld.com/en/
https://www.wnsstamps.post/en/stamps-search


Stamp Identification

Stamp Catalogs - USA

• Mystic Stamp Company
https://www.mysticstamp.com/catalog/

• Stampworld.com US
https://www.stampworld.com/en/stamps/United-
States/

• US Postage Meter Stamp Catalog
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/United_States_Postage_
Meter_Stamp_Catalog

https://www.mysticstamp.com/catalog/
https://www.stampworld.com/en/stamps/United-States/
https://www.stampworld.com/en/stamps/United-States/
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/United_States_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/United_States_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog


Measuring Tools

Perforations

Knowing the correct perforation of a 

stamp is a must when more than one 

measurement exists.  Need one in a 

pinch and have a printer handy?

https://stampsmarter.org/Learning/FormPerfGauge.html 

https://stampsmarter.org/Learning/FormPerfGauge.html


Measuring Tools

Perforations

There is an online alternative for use 

with stamp images.
https://www.stampcollectingblog.com/free-digital-
perforation-gauge/

https://www.stampcollectingblog.com/free-digital-perforation-gauge/
https://www.stampcollectingblog.com/free-digital-perforation-gauge/


Measuring Tools

Perforations

Admittedly practice makes perfect 

using it.  This “how to” video is a must 

to view before using the application.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Semq96V_r1g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Semq96V_r1g


Stamp Paper

Watermark Detection

Watermarks are sometimes very 

difficult to detect using fluid, but using 

a scanner may assist the process.

• Stamp watermarks using a scanner
https://nigerianstamps.com/stamp-watermarks-using-
scanner/

• Detailed scanner instructions for watermarks
https://thestampforum.boards.net/thread/1478/water
mark-extraction-technique

Also see this listing of 1,193 watermarks:
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/watermarks

https://nigerianstamps.com/stamp-watermarks-using-scanner/
https://nigerianstamps.com/stamp-watermarks-using-scanner/
https://thestampforum.boards.net/thread/1478/watermark-extraction-technique
https://thestampforum.boards.net/thread/1478/watermark-extraction-technique
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/watermarks


Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors

There are times you will want to 

either erase or enhance colors in an 

image allowing easier viewing of a 

cancellation, postmark, or other 

feature.

Although results won’t be perfect, try 

these two very easy to use tools to 

visually enhance what you seek.



Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors
• Extraction Tool

http://www.battleship-revenues.com/extract.xhtml

First, click “Browse,” find the image 

you want on your system and click on 

it.

http://www.battleship-revenues.com/extract.xhtml


Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors
• Extraction Tool (continued)

Drag your mouse, putting a box over 

an area of color you wish to remove.



Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors
• Extraction Tool (continued)

Click the             button at the bottom.  

The result appears on the right.  Save 

the new image and repeat as needed 

to remove additional color areas.



Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors
• Postmark Reveal

https://www.postmark-reveal.com/

Click “Upload Photo,” find the image 

you want on your system and click on 

it.

https://www.postmark-reveal.com/


Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors
• Postmark Reveal (continued)

The image appears.  Click “process.”



Image Manipulation

Cancel Extractors
• Postmark Reveal (continued)

Scroll down to view all filtered results, 

up to 100.  Save any you prefer.



For Beginner Collectors

Sites of Interest

• Garfield Perry Stamp Club Stamp Collecting 101
http://garfieldperry.org/wp/learn-philately/class-
overview/

• Linn’s Glossary of Philatelic Terms 
https://www.linns.com/news/postal-updates-
page/glossary-terms-disabled.html

• Milwaukee Philatelic Society Beginner Info
https://milwaukeephilatelic.org/youth%2Fbeginner

• Stanley Gibbons’ Anatomy of a Stamp
https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-
stamps/new-to-stamps/parts-of-a-stamp

http://garfieldperry.org/wp/learn-philately/class-overview/
http://garfieldperry.org/wp/learn-philately/class-overview/
https://www.linns.com/news/postal-updates-page/glossary-terms-disabled.html
https://www.linns.com/news/postal-updates-page/glossary-terms-disabled.html
https://milwaukeephilatelic.org/youth%2Fbeginner
https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-stamps/new-to-stamps/parts-of-a-stamp
https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-stamps/new-to-stamps/parts-of-a-stamp


For Advanced Collectors

Sites of Interest

• US First Day Cover Cachet Makers index
https://www.folklib.net/fdc/

• US Machine Cancel Finder 19th/20th Centuries
http://swansongrp.com/postal/finder/

• Worldwide Philatelic Expert Marks
https://www.filatelia.fi/experts/

• Worldwide Stamp Varieties
https://worldstampsproject.org/

https://www.folklib.net/fdc/
http://swansongrp.com/postal/finder/
https://www.filatelia.fi/experts/
https://worldstampsproject.org/


We have lots more for you!

200+ links, thousands of options!

Check out the ever-growing

LASO Resources page.



We have lots more to share!

Categories:

Go out and explore the possibilities!

Thanks for watching.
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